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.outrages, but they thought that he connived at them; and
towards the end of 1880 they concluded that the Habeas
Corpus Act would have to be suspended. They did not
come to this conclusion easily. They had put their faith in
their Compensation for Disturbance Bill, but when that was
rejected by the Lords they lost heart and behaved as if
the Bill had been thrown out by the tenant farmers. They
could not coerce the peers, so they coerced the Irish, On
November 2, 1880, an information was sworn against the
Land League for conspiracy to prevent the payment of rent,
to resist the process of ejectment, to prevent the taking of
farms from which tenants have been evicted, and to create
ill-will among Her Majesty's subjects. Parnell was the first
of the fourteen persons named in the information. If the
trial of these men by jury failed through the reluctance of
any jury to convict them, then Habeas Corpus would be sus-
pended and the offenders would be sent to prison without
trial. The State trial took place on January 25, 1881, and
ended as the Lord-Lieutenant had anticipated: the jury
failed to agree. Ten of them were for an acquittal, two for
a conviction. Parnell jubilantly hurried from the court to
catch the boat for England and for Eltham, where lived
Mrs. O'Shea.

II
For the Sardonic Dramatist had brought his characters
together. Mrs. O'Shea, when her husband became one of
the members for County Clare, resolved to help him in his
political career by giving dinner-parties and receptions at
Thomas's Hotel, in Berkeley Square. Several dinners were
given, to each of which Parnell was invited as her husband's
leader. He accepted the invitations, but did not come to the
dinners; and on one occasion the other guests, commenting
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